
 

 

 

The weather this winter has been very unpredictable.  We saw a damaging ice storm in 
January and temperatures well into the 80’s in February.  Uncertainty and unpredictability is ex-
pected with Kansas weather, but is far from ideal for our state’s budget situation. 

We are nearly three-fourths of the way through the school year and we still do not know 
whether we will see a funding reduction for this school year.  There has been talk anywhere from a  
9% cut this year to additional funding next year.   

This uncertainty makes it very difficult for the board of education to address the challeng-
es we face.  I think it is always important to remain positive.  However, being positive does not 
mean that we ignore the reality of the challenges we face.  Here are a few examples of those chal-
lenges. 

The grant for our LIFE after school program expires this year.  If it is not renewed, that 
cost falls on the district.  We will have about 27 students in second grade next year and we only 
have one teacher at this point.  We are currently operating without a full-time elementary principal.  
We have delayed facility upgrades and postponed the replacement of buses and textbooks. 

Another challenge we face is with our preschool.  We have been very fortunate to have 
preschool available for all of our 3 and 4 year old students the past few years.  The preschool is 
mostly funded by our special education cooperative.  Circumstances are changing with the funding 
of our preschool here in St. John.  While nothing is official yet, there is a possibility that parents 
might need to pay for students to attend preschool in the future.  We will communicate any details 
to parents as soon as we have them. 

Now is the time where we begin to think about enrollment for next year.  Children 3 years 
of age or older by August 31, 2017 are eligible to attend preschool and children 5 years of age or 
older by August 31, 2017 are eligible to attend kindergarten. 

The first step to having your preschool or Kindergarten child enrolled at USD 350 is to 
have your child screened.  Children MUST be screened before they can attend preschool.  Pre-
school screening will be held at the Church of Christ, 609 North 
Pearl, in St. John, on Tuesday, March 7th from 9:00 to 3:00.  Kinder-
garten roundup will be held on Friday, May 5th also at the Church of 
Christ  

Parents should contact the Stafford County Health Depart-
ment to schedule a preschool screening at 549-3504.  Information 
about Kindergarten screening will be mailed out in April.  Contact the elementary office with any 
questions. 

 Mrs. Suiter and Mrs. Gayle Cornwell have both announced their retirements ef-
fective at the end of this school year.  It’s always tough to lose such quality experience, but we 
congratulate them on their upcoming retirements.  Mrs. Kristen Knight has been named as the new 
elementary music teacher for next year.  We are currently searching for a high school Foreign Lan-
guage teacher to replace Mrs. Suiter.  We are also searching for a high school English teacher due 
to Mrs. Emery’s resignation.  Information about these positions is available in the office and on our 
website. As always, if you’d like to visit about any of these topics or have other questions or con-
cerns, I can be reached at 620-549-3564 or meyerj@usd350.com.  I am proud to be a Tiger and 
proud to serve USD 350 with Purpose, Passion, and Pride. 

-Josh Meyer – USD 350 Superintendent  
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7th Grade Artifacts 
Over the last few months the 7th grade class at St. John has researched, wrote, and created an arti-

fact project based off a topic from Kansas History.   The 7th grade students’ project goal was to make con-
nections between Kansas history and fine arts in the artifact project. The students worked under the guid-
ance of three teachers; the Social Studies teacher; Mr. Bauer, Art teacher; Ms. Behnke and the English 
teacher; Mrs. McAlister.   

In Mr. Bauer’s classes the students studied and chose a topic. Also, in social studies; communication 
skills are stressed in regards to adjusting to your audience.  In Mrs. McAlister’s English class students re-
searched and wrote about their topic. Quote from Jon Bauer-“It was a great help to have Mrs. McAlister 
help with the research and written part of the project.”  Then in Ms. Behnke’s art class, students breathed 
life into and created their actual projects. Overall students were able to choose their topic and the direc-
tion of their project with some adjustments along the way. Students were challenged to create and age the 
work so it looked like an authentic artifact. Other project requirements were that they had to look authen-
tic and be to scale.  

Many different media and materials were used. Several students created vintage posters with ink, tag 
board, lemon juice and heat to activate the acid in the lemon juice to age the paper in appearance.  Low fire 
clay was used to create arrowheads, fossils, ink wells and an antique box.  Military style helmets, a classic 
baseball, dust bowl mask and an old shovel were made with paper mache’. Some students made projects 
that were mixed media like the shackles, which were made with pipe cleaners, foil, tape, tag board, and 

paint. Some students even used fabric, hand sewing 
for the first time.  Strategic amounts of dirt and glue 
were used to give the projects the much needed 
grime and grit. A special thank you to the following 
St. John high school students who helped the 7th 
grade students plan and build the projects: Mario 
Ibarra, Kourtney Brown, Sierra Martin and Brianna 
Banks. An extra set of eyes or hands makes all the 
difference and it is always good to have upper class-
man mentoring the younger students! 
On January 27th the 7th graders presented their pro-
jects to both 3rd and 4th grade students in the com-
munity room of the Ida Goodman Memorial Library.  
The elementary students were encouraged to ask 
questions and quiz the 7th graders about their topic, 

research and project construction.  This may seem simple enough, but the curious and inquiring minds of 3rd 
and 4th graders most will attest can be quite challenging at times and so the 7th graders had to be well-
versed and prepared. 

Carson Norton, of Norton Enterprises, spoke to each group about his bronze sculptures and his 
artistic process.  Mr. Norton showed one of his works “Duty Called” in three stages of development; wax, 
raw metal and finished work.  He explained in great detail the whole process of creating a bronze sculpture 
from start to finish. He also shared his sketchbooks and an early drawing for a large painting “Hurri-Kane”.  
Mr. Norton is not only a highly skilled artist, but he holds a Master’s degree from FHSU in History.  He per-
fectly demonstrated the connection between history and fine arts for our students.  It made the social stud-
ies teacher glow with pride that Mr. Norton uses primary resources in his research and includes subtle de-
tails in his work that support the back story of the topic.  

The 7th grade artifact project is a dynamic learning opportunity for our students. Not only does it 
make connections between many subjects, it is a challenge for each student to personalize their own learn-
ing.  
–Darlene Behnke  
Art Teacher, St. John-Hudson 
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Reality Babies…a ‘real’ homework experiment 

 The Parenting & Family Studies classes at SJH experienced a new type 
of homework after the holiday break. Nine students were each given the op-
portunity to experience newborn care over a time of five weekends beginning 
in January. The babies are not real, but the Reality works infant simulators 
offered real-life experiences. 
 Reality works infants are also being used in the classroom to address 
substance abuse education, prenatal education, child care skills, infant safety 
and CPR, and Shaken Baby Syndrome. Each simulator comes equipped with 
a car seat, diaper bag, bottle, diaper, blanket & clothing. Each student was 
assigned an identification bracelet that had to be worn and used so the stu-
dent could electronically recognize the infant before performing a care. Care 
included diapering, burping, feeding, rocking. Student also followed proper 
head support and handling. Any signs of misuse or lack of care would be rec-

orded and reviewed upon their return to school. 
 Many of students felt they were inconven-
ienced and were totally annoyed by having to care 
for something else. Others realized that they are 
not ready to be a parent and risking their inde-

pendence is not worth 
it. Overall a great expe-
rience. 
The Reality works in-
fants were purchased in 
2013 using Perkins 
grant funds. They also 

replaced older, 
battery operated 
simulators in the 
FACS classroom. 



 

 

 

 

SJH FCCLA  
‘Shooting for Shields’ Raises $300 

The money raised will go to the USD 350 Educational 
Foundation Scholarship in memory of Emerson Shields.  

 
Thank you to all who purchased ribbons  

and shot free throws.   
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